
199

Nat. Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm., Commerce § 923.50

agency may be viewed as the best vehi-
cle for increasing the unity and effi-
ciency of a management program, the
State may want to consider the follow-
ing in selecting which agency to des-
ignate:

(i) Whether the designated State en-
tity has a legislative mandate to co-
ordinate other State or local programs,
plans and/or policies within the coastal
zone;

(ii) To what extent linkages already
exist between the entity, other agen-
cies, and local governments;

(iii) To what extent management or
regulatory authorities affecting the
coastal zone presently are adminis-
tered by the agency; and

(iv) Whether the agency is equipped
to handle monitoring, evaluation and
enforcement responsibilities.

§ 923.48 Documentation.
A transmittal letter signed by the

Governor is required for the submission
of a management program for federal
approval. The letter must state that
the Governor:

(a) Has reviewed and approved as
State policy, the management pro-
gram, and any changes thereto, sub-
mitted for the approval of the Assist-
ant Administrator.

(b) Has designated a single State
agency to receive and administer im-
plementation grants;

(c) Attests to the fact that the State
has the authorities necessary to imple-
ment the management program; and

(d) Attests to the fact that the State
is organized to implement the manage-
ment program.

Subpart F—Coordination, Public
Involvement and National Interest

SOURCE: 61 FR 33812, June 28, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 923.50 General.
(a) Coordination with governmental

agencies having interests and respon-
sibilities affecting the coastal zone,
and involvement of interest groups as
well as the general public is essential
to the development and administration
of State coastal management pro-
grams. The coordination requirements
of this subpart are intended to achieve

a proper balancing of diverse interests
in the coastal zone. The policies of sec-
tion 303 of the Act require that there
be a balancing of variety, sometimes
conflicting, interests, including:

(1) The preservation, protection, de-
velopment and, where possible, the res-
toration or enhancement of coastal re-
sources;

(2) The achievement of wise use of
coastal land and water resources with
full consideration for ecological, cul-
tural, historic, and aesthetic values
and needs for compatible economic de-
velopment;

(3) The involvement of the public, of
Federal, state and local governments
and of regional agencies in the develop-
ment and implementation of coastal
management programs;

(4) The management of coastal devel-
opment to improve, safeguard, and re-
store coastal water quality; and

(5) The study and development of
plans for addressing the adverse effects
of coastal hazards, including erosion,
flooding, land subsidence and sea level
rise.

(b) In order to be meaningful, coordi-
nation with and participation by var-
ious units and levels of government in-
cluding regional commissions, interest
groups, and the general public should
begin early in the process of program
development and should continue
throughout on a timely basis to assure
that such efforts will result in sub-
stantive inputs into a State’s manage-
ment program. State efforts should be
devoted not only to obtaining informa-
tion necessary for developing the man-
agement program but also to obtaining
reactions and recommendations re-
garding the content of the manage-
ment program and to responding to
concerns by interested parties. The re-
quirements for intergovernmental co-
operation and public participation con-
tinue after program approval.

(c) This subpart deals with require-
ments for coordination with govern-
mental entities, interest groups and
the general public to assure that their
interests are fully expressed and con-
sidered during the program develop-
ment process and that procedures are
created to insure continued consider-
ation of their views during program
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implementation. In addition, this sub-
part deals with mediation procedures
for serious disagreements between
States and Federal agencies that occur
during program development and im-
plementation. This subpart addresses
the requirements of the following sub-
sections of the Act: 306(d)(1)—Oppor-
tunity for Full Participation;
306(d)(3)(A)—Plan Coordination;
306(d)(3)(B)—Continued State-Local
Consultation; 306(d)(4)—Public Hear-
ings; 306(d)(8)—Consideration of the Na-
tional Interest in Facilities; 307(b)—
Federal Consultation; and 307(h)—Me-
diation.

§ 923.51 Federal-State consultation.
(a) The management program must

be developed and adopted with the op-
portunity of full participation by rel-
evant Federal agencies and with ade-
quate consideration of the views of
Federal agencies principally affected
by such program.

(b) By providing relevant Federal
agencies with the opportunity for full
participation during program develop-
ment and for adequately considering
the views of such agencies, States can
effectuate the Federal consistency pro-
visions of subsections 307 (c) and (d) of
the Act once their programs are ap-
proved. (See 15 CFR part 930 for a full
discussion of the Federal consistency
provisions of the Act.)

(c) In addition to the consideration of
relevant Federal agency views required
during program development, Federal
agencies have the opportunity to pro-
vide further comment during the pro-
gram review and approval process. (See
subpart G for details on this process.)
Moreover, in the event of a serious dis-
agreement between a relevant Federal
agency and designated State agency
during program development or during
program implementation, the medi-
ation provisions of subsection 307(h) of
the Act are available. (See § 923.54 for
details on mediation.)

(d) In order to provide an opportunity
for participation by relevant Federal
agencies and give adequate consider-
ation to their views, each state must:

(1) Contact each relevant Federal
Agency listed in § 923.2(d) and such
other Federal agencies as may be rel-
evant, owing to a State’s particular

circumstances, early in the develop-
ment of its management program. The
purpose of such contact is to develop
mutual arrangements or understand-
ings regarding that agency’s participa-
tion during program development;

(2) Provide for Federal agency input
on a timely basis as the program is de-
veloped. Such input shall be related
both to information required to de-
velop the management program and to
evaluation of and recommendations
concerning various elements of the
management program;

(3) Solicit statements from the head
of Federal agencies identified in Table
1 of § 923.52(c)(1) as to their interpreta-
tion of the national interest in the
planning for and siting of facilities
which are more than local in nature;

(4) Summarize the nature, frequency,
and timing of contacts with relevant
Federal agencies;

(5) Evaluate Federal comments re-
ceived during the program develop-
ment process and, where appropriate in
the opinion of the State, accommodate
the substance of pertinent comments
in the management program. States
must consider and evaluate relevant
Federal agency views or comments
about the following:

(i) Management of coastal resources
for preservation, conservation, devel-
opment, enhancement or restoration
purposes;

(ii) Statements of the national inter-
est in the planning for or siting of fa-
cilities which are more than local in
nature;

(iii) Uses which are subject to the
management program;

(iv) Areas which are of particular
concern to the management program;

(v) Boundary determinations;
(vi) Shorefront access and protecting

planning, energy facility planning and
erosion planning processes; and

(vii) Federally developed or assisted
plans that must be coordinated with
the management program pursuant to
subsection 306(d)(3) of the Act.

(6) Indicate the nature of major com-
ments by Federal agencies provided
during program development (either by
including copies of comments or by
summarizing comments) and discuss
any major differences or conflicts be-
tween the management program and
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